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Monica Weeks is the State Policy and Legislative Representative at the International 
Association of Fire Fighters where she advocates for better wages and working conditions 
for union members. When she’s not working at her day job, she is running her business, 
MSW Photography & Design, LLC where she is the principal photographer and just last 
year launched Se Habla Español, an apparel and design company with a mission to 
promote the work of Latina designers.  

Monica is President of the DC Chapter of the National Organization (DC NOW) and was a 
national board member of NOW where she chaired the Immigration Protections 
Committee, working to mobilize NOW members to demand that their cities become 
sanctuary cities for immigrants. In her role as DC NOW President, she has lobbied DC City 
Council on gender violence, reproductive justice issues, and paid family leave and runs the 
organization’s electoral process. She also leads workshops on how to transform advocacy 
efforts into legislative victories.  

She served on the Women’s March DC board as Vice President and was a member of the 
SheDC task force in the DC Mayor’s Office on Women’s Policy and Initiatives. Monica 
managed the successful One Fair Wage DC campaign under ROC United, working to 
make sure tipped workers are paid a fair and livable wage. She then went on to manage a 
winning ballot initiative for firefighters in Frederick, MD calling for collective bargaining 
and binding arbitration.   

Monica worked at the World Resources Institute as the Program Manager for the Global 
Business Center and Global Energy Program. She was responsible for managing the 
grants, budgets, and a 25+ international staff based in India, Brazil, and China. She is most 
proud of her coordination and leadership in the Gender Working Group, where she led a 
team to support the integration of gender into institutional policies and project plans 
across the organization. She assisted in the design and implementation of M&E into pilot 
programs and developed the Gender Initiative mission statement, terms of reference, and 
work plan.  

Raised in Key Largo and Miami FL, Monica is a first-generation Cuban American and 
speaks fluent Spanish. As a first-generation college graduate, Monica holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science specializing in International Relations from the University of 
Central Florida and a master’s degree in Latin American and Caribbean Studies with a 
graduate certificate in women’s studies from Florida International University.  Her thesis 
titled,  “NGOs and Their Impact on the Status of Women in Nicaragua: 1979-Present” 
examined the impact of nongovernmental organizations on the status of women in 
Nicaragua using qualitative and quantitative methods. Her thesis was published into an 
academic book by Lambert Academic Publishing in June 2012.   

Monica has been featured on Voice of America's Noticias and International Edition, NPR, 
Telemundo, and Marie Claire and her work has been featured in the New York Times and 
Impacto Latino. She loves Cuban coffee, reading, and traveling. She lives in Washington, 
DC with her husband Ross. 

 


